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The Healthcare Savings & Equity Initiative
Americans who retire or live abroad pay into Medicare and the Medicare surtax throughout their careers — yet cannot
use Medicare outside the U.S. This initiative backs American Citizens Abroad's push to extend Medicare access to
qualifying citizens overseas.

What We're Asking For

Extend Medicare to qualifying citizens abroad, starting
with a pilot program

Support the Earned Benefits and Family Reunification
Act — a Medicare-abroad pilot in 11+ countries

Support H.R. 439, expanding VA foreign medical
coverage for veterans

Relief from the 3.8% NIIT surtax that funds benefits
unavailable abroad

Why It Matters

Citizens abroad pay Medicare taxes for decades with no
matching benefit overseas

COVID-19 exposed the exclusion of overseas citizens
from federal health response

A 2024 Court of Federal Claims decision opened a path to
offset NIIT — but lasting relief needs legislation

57% of ACA members surveyed support extending
Medicare abroad

Script for calling your representative:

"I'm a U.S. citizen living abroad. I've paid into Medicare and the Medicare surtax throughout my career but can't use either
overseas. I support extending Medicare access to Americans abroad, including H.R. 439 and the Earned Benefits and Family
Reunification Act. Could I speak with your health-policy staffer for 15 minutes?"

Find Your Member: congress.gov/members/find-your-member U.S. House: house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative

U.S. Senate: senate.gov/senators/senators-contact.htm American Citizens Abroad: americansabroad.org
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